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• Inflexible
• Restrictive
• Pre-configured
• Single function
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Product prevails over
service

Small variations

“Take it and eat it”

© Dac

© Esteban
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• Highly flexible 
and versatile

• Adaptable 
• Replicable, with

many variations
• Allows mixing
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“Do what you want with it”

Usually comes with high level of service…
… or no service at all 

© JaulaDeArdilla
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“And share me”

© Seb
© JaulaDeArdilla
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With surprising results

© gbworx

© kphua

© chris chan

© JaulaDeArdilla

© JauladeArdilla

© Avlxyz



SELF - Free Knowledge, Free Technology

(c) id law partners 2008 - Under CreativeCommons 
license By-NC-SA

8M. Bain:  New challenges, new licenses? SELF July 16 2008

Once pan tomaquet, …

…Always pan tomaquet
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Compare with
permissive licenses

© sk petitplat
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A series of challenges
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New technologies ....

SaaS

© Ianl
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New legal framework

Patents

DRMsDMCA / EUCD

© Viamoi
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Unnecessary boundaries

© Keven
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Only result... Party-time for lawyers

© Seb
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Three issues in particular

• Internationalisation
• Proliferation
• Incompatibilities - Fragmentation

Lets see how this is dealt with recently
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Internationalisation

© mroach

© mroach
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Internationalisation

• No applicable law (CDDL, OSL, GPL)
• Universal language in accordance with 

international treaties (GPL)
• Multiple languages (EUPL)
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License choice, 
2002

Proliferation

License choice, 2008
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Fragmentation - proliferation

• License anti-proliferation:
– Popular and widely used: 

• GPL2, BSD, Apache, Mozilla, CDDL, 

– Special purpose
• Education Community

– Other
• Artistic, OSL, QPL... 

– Redundant (AFL, X.Net, Lucent...)
– Non-reusable (Apple, EU DataGrid..)
– Retired (Intel, Jabber, MITRE...)
– TBD... (GPLv3, CPAL)
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Incompatibilities

© salt fired

© stephens place

© panduh
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Incompatibilities

• Typical problems: 
– Mixing audiovisual 

– Wikipedia/Creative Commons

• Answers?
– Explicit compatibility (EUPL, CeCILL)

– Removing the garlic… GPLv3
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